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LAGRANGE COUNTY
Sheriff's Department

Christopher Paxson
Code Enforcer
0875 SSR9 Office  (260) 463-4719
LaGrange, IN46761 Fax (260) 463-8130

cpaxson@lagrangecounty.org

LaGrange County
Sheriff’s Department

Code Enforcement
Division

Working together we can
improve the health, safety
and value of your
community.

The Code Enforcement Division is solutions-focused with the intent to enhance the health and
safety of LaGrange Counties neighborhoods while improving the property values and the quality of

lifeforall of our citizens.

Common Code Violations

Followingare the most frequently addressed
codeviolations that can lead to unhealthy,
‘unsafe neighborhoods and properties. Our
goalis to help property owners understand
the proper improvementsthat need to be
madeand how doing so will improvethe
value of the property and the overall health
and attractiveness of the area and the county

of LaGrange.

Trash and Debris

Propertieswith trash, debris and other
‘prohibited material are considered to be in
violation. The owner must remove or store
thematerial out of sight within a specified
timeframe or an order will be issued to the
‘home owner to appear before the
commissioners. Fines will be imposed.

Weeds and Grass

Private properties, including vacant lots,
should have grass and weeds below a height
oftwelve (12) inches. The owner must mow
the property within a specified timeframe or
inorder will be issued to the home owner to
appear before the commissioners. Fines will
beimposed.

unk Vehicles

Any motorvehicle or non-motorvehicle that
i either disassembled, non-operative,
wrecked, or does not bear a currently valid
license plate, and is not in the garage or other
building, but is kept in open view upon
private property is considered a junk vehicle.

Ownersmust show the vehicle is operable;
thatthey can be started and moved forward
and backward without other assistance. All
tires must be inflated. Owners failing to take
care of such vehicles will receive an order to
appear before the commissioner. Fines will
beimposed.

Abandoned Vehicles

Amotorvehicle that is at least three (3)
modelyears old, is mechanically inoperable,
andis left on private property continuously
inalocation visible from public property
formore than twenty (20) days. Owners
mustshow the vehicle is operable; that they
can be started and moved forward and
backward withoutother assistance. All tires
mustbe inflated. Owners failing to take care
of such vehicles will receive an order to
appear before the commissioner. Fines will
beimposed.
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Full List of Nuisance Violations
1. Litter;

2. Grass and weeds over twelve (12) inches
high, but not including smalltrees and bushes;

3. Boxes, appliances, fumniture, household
items and tires, etc., but not stock or inventory
used in conducting agricultural activities in a
properly zoned area;

4. Construction, demolition, or other remains
not currently being used or anticipated being
used in the next six (6) months in remodeling
in a business;

5. Accumulated garbage and trash;

6. Vehicle parts and scrap metal (including but
not limited to those defined at 1.C. 9-22-1-1 et

seq.);

7. Structures defaced with paint, grafft or
otherwise unsightly;

8. Any wastewater, fitth, offal, garbage, rubbish,
human excrement, which is deposited, allowed
or caused to be upon any public or private
property;

9. The constitution of, o the placement of any
structural materials within the drainage way of
any right of way that will prevent the natural
flow of water and cause it to collect and pool
upon any private or public property;

10. Any dead domestic or wid animal;

1. Any real or personal property that is
infected with contagious disease and is likely to
cause an immediate health hazard;

12. The placing or accumulating on or within
any real or personal property or the permitting
ofthe same, of any matter which attracts or
may attract rodents, insects, domestic or wild
animals in such a manner as to create a health
hazard or unsanitary or dangerous condition;

13. Tires, shrubbery, weeds, or other matter
obstructing public ways, or causing visual
barriers which create vehicular traffic or
pedestrian safety hazards;

14. The unauthorized placement of fences,
signs, shrubbery or barriers within the county
road right of ways;

15. Junk vehicles is defined by this Ordinance,
exceptin lawfully operated junkyards that have
been properly zoned and licensed;

16.Industrial machinery, unless located on land
that s properly zoned for such use and owned
by persons actively engaged in industry;

17. Whatever is (1) injurious to heath; (2)
indecent; (3) offensive to the senses; or (4) an
obstruction to the free use of property; so as
essentially to interfere with the comfortable
enjoyment of life or property, is a nuisance.

You have received a warning

about your property being

violation of a Code Ordinanc

1. The property is re-inspected at the
expiration of the time period stated on the
tag. Ifthe violation is corrected, the case is
closed.

2. Ifthe violation is not correct it within the
allotted time, the owner(s) of the property
will receive an Order to remedy the
violation and a hearing date will be
scheduled before the board of
commissioners. During the hearing, the
order and associated fines will either be
affirmed, rescinded, or modified. Ifthe
property owner still does not bring the
property into compliance, the case will be
takento the Supreme Court. Additional
fines, attorney fees and other penalties
may be imposed. Ultimately a lien may be
placed on the property.

3. Once a violation is corrected the case is
closed.

You have received a warning

about your property being in

violation of a Code Ordinance...





