    Sewer Problems for Fish/Royer Lakes May Force Big Changes


In 1995 when our wetlands sewer system was built there was a sense of relief around the lake in that we knew there would be no more sewage seeping into our lakes. The financial sacrifice was unpopular but most residents believed it was necessary. Recently the LaGrange County Regional District Utilities reported that our aging wetlands sewer system is barely meeting the “effluent limits established in the operating permit.”  It simpler terms, it is not working very well. It is plugged up with roots and sewage and it is a very expensive fix because there is no easy way to get to the gravel and piping under those plants without tearing it out. The LCRUD initiated an engineering study that suggested our wetland sewer system be shut down and a pipeline be built to move our sewage to the large sewer plant in Region B, which services big Long Lake, Pretty Lake, South Milford and several other lakes east of Fish/Royer Lakes. Region B’s plant currently serves over 1800 cottages and homes. Our wetland system is serving 227 users.

People here at Fish/Royer and over at Region B are very concerned about the expense of doing this project. In addition to running sewer pipe from our lakes all the way to Region B’s sewer plant, there are very expensive problems with the system in Region B. Estimates for the repairs needed in Region B are in the 8-10 million dollar range. To pump our sewage to Region B could cost up to 4 million dollars. Monthly sewer rate changes seem inevitable, but nothing can be determined until the LCRDU finds up what money is available from the state. That information should be available by August 1st. There will be a public hearing on user rates sometime soon after that. Possible construction would begin in early 2020.

The Lagrange County Regional District Utilities is a non-profit entity. They work for the people of LaGrange County and their goal is to serve the people of this county and protect the water and public health here in this county. They absolutely do not profit from higher sewer rates. Sewer rates are higher today than they were in 1995 all over the country. Pumps, replacement parts, labor costs, pipes, and overhead are more expensive each year. Unfortunately these expenses like everything else will always go up. The average rural sewer bill in Indiana is around $75 per month. Steuben Lakes Regional Waste District’s monthly charge is $84 on month. Wolcottville customers on the lake are paying around $100 per month. 

Our wetland system at Fish/Royer Lakes requires LCRUD people to monitor it every day. It is costing $50,000 in labor and testing per year. Over twenty years that adds up to one million dollars. After twenty years the system would need to be rebuilt again because there is no way to clean it out. The preliminary engineering report indicated it makes more economic sense in the long run to pump our sewage over to the Region B plant. If our plant fails to meet the required standards and LCRUD doesn’t fix it, IDEM (Indiana Department of Environmental Management) has the authority to issue $10,000 a day fines to LCRDU. 


If you want more information about the current status of the project, you can contact the Lagrange County Regional District Utilities at 260-499-6349 or go to their website at www.lagrangecountywatersewer.com.  Adam Sams, the general manager of the LCRUD, is also available to answer any questions. His email is adamlcrud@gmail.com. They have been very helpful in answering our questions, although many questions, particularly about rates, money, and past bonds cannot be answered until the state indicates what funding they will provide.

Jay Benak is a member of our lake association and was involved in building waste treatment facilities in Chicago before he retired to the Royer Lake. Jay graciously offered to comment on the preliminary engineering report that was presented by LCRUD at the May 8th meeting at Prairie Heights. His comments are included here:
